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CANNABIS CLUBS 
Statement 

HON SOPHIA MOERMOND (South West) [6.34 pm]: I am going to talk about safeguarding tonight. Currently, 
at a national level, the Legalise Cannabis Party is having a discussion around safeguarding and age of access to 
cannabis. Cannabis will be legalised here at some stage; I am not quite sure when. The sooner, the better, of course. 
With regard to age of legal access, there are different points of view. Some people say that 18 makes the most sense; 
after all, that is when someone can legally gain access to alcohol, can vote and is considered to be an adult. Others 
have pushed for age 21 and even 25. A legal age of 21 would sit in line with the regulations in the United States 
around alcohol and cannabis. The reason for choosing 25 as a possible age of legal access is that at that stage, the 
brain has reached maturity. That is when people can apparently make better adult decisions. 
I think that the best option for Australia sits at 18 years of age. People aged 18 have cars. They have access, they 
have money, they will be travelling around and possibly talking to older people as well. Prohibition has not worked 
anywhere. Prohibition of alcohol led to bootleggers; prohibition in the United States, particularly around the age 
of legal intercourse, has been shown to increase teenage pregnancy; and prohibition of illicit substances leads to 
a black market with increased criminality. 
The war on drugs has failed and we need new approaches. We would really like to get our government and the 
police on board with that. I look at criminality, which is the main issue around safeguarding. When children get 
exposed to illicit substances, as well as the most harmful drug—alcohol, although it is legal—at age 15 or 16, at 
that age, everything is really exciting and they are not really going to make good decisions, mainly because their 
brains are still immature. 
The next thing I am going to talk about is a little bit of a story, so bear with me. This is a common story. I have had 
people talk to me about this. Let us say we have a 16-year-old who goes to a friend’s birthday party. There are some 
older kids there who are 18 or 21. The 16-year-old may find that there is alcohol there and there may be other drugs 
as well that they are going to be exposed to. The 16-year-old wants to be cool and involved. If there is a joint going 
around, they are likely to participate. At the next party, the same thing: there are a few older kids with alcohol and 
some cannabis. Another party comes along—16-year-olds have busy social lives—and the 16-year-old kid wants 
to take some cannabis with him to that party, so he asks around. He ends up talking to the man who initially supplied 
him and he may buy some. He is then becoming an active buyer and is engaged in active criminal behaviour. The 
next time he wants something, there might not be any cannabis around. Most dealers usually have a variety of 
options available. The next time, the 16-year-old might try some methamphetamine. That is addictive. It is more 
expensive, as well. This kid, who is experimenting with different substances, ends up dealing with people further 
and further up the ladder of criminality. To cover his expenses, he may choose to sell something to a friend, and 
all of a sudden he is a drug dealer. To cover his expenses, he may end up taking a package to someone else, and 
all of a sudden he is a drug trafficker. 
Having a legal system like a dispensary or cannabis club, where age restrictions apply and there is no exposure to 
other illicit substances and there is no risk of criminalising a child, is the only logical solution. It is not just about 
keeping kids safe from different substances; it is about making sure that they are not tempted to make bad decisions 
that will follow them throughout their lives. Cannabis is safe, unlike alcohol, for most people. It is similar to 
peanuts; anyone can have a bad reaction to anything. However, it is not addictive. Alcohol and nicotine have been 
shown to be more damaging to the developing brain. There is some research around cannabis being an issue for 
brain development, but it has not shown a lot of negative things as yet. Around the age of 18, kids will experiment. 
Even if we wanted to safeguard them until age 25, when their brains are fully mature, I do not think kids will 
necessarily be on board with that, so we had better safeguard them at age 18 so that young people can go to 
a dispensary or a cannabis club. 
There are currently conversations about cannabis all over the country, which is really good. We have people 
running for the Senate in every state. Getting people motivated to run for Parliament shows that the normalisation 
is definitely happening, which is great. There have also been petitions launched and a whole bunch of issues are 
being discussed in the committee run by Hon Dr Brian Walker. Hopefully, all of that will contribute to us being able 
to provide a policy that satisfies safeguarding and also makes it safer for anyone who wants to use cannabis, either 
recreationally or medicinally, to be able to go and buy it without being exposed to criminal behaviour. Thank you. 
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